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CAMP KESEM 
FAQ

Who can attend? 
Camp Kesem 
serves children who 
have lost a parent to 
cancer, have a parent 
undergoing cancer 
treatment , or whose 
parent is a cancer 
survivor—an estimated 
population of over 5 
million children in the 
United States.

What age children attend 
camp? Camp Kesem serves 
children ages 6 to 18.

How long are the camps?  
The camps are typically one 
week in length.

How much does camp cost? 
Camp Kesem is completely free of 
charge to all children who attend.

Who runs the camps? Our camps 
are staffed by highly trained college 
student leaders. These students 
are carefully screened through a 
competitive interview process, and 
undergo extensive training prior to 
camp. In addition, our student leaders 
work year-round to raise funds, conduct 
outreach in their communities, and plan 
the programming necessary to make 
camp a truly unique and unforgettable 
experience. Each camp is also staffed with 
nursing and mental health professionals.

Can children return to Camp Kesem more 
than once? Yes! Kesem campers are part of our 
family for life. Our campers love the bonds they 
form with friends who return year after year.

Does Camp Kesem provide therapy? No. 
Our student leaders provide a warm and loving 
environment where children are free to share their 
feelings with one another. Our model focuses on 
providing a strong peer-based support network 
where children can find strength, hope, compassion 
and fun.

Where do I find a local camp? 
Visit kesem.org/find-a-camp.

How do I apply? Applications open in January of each 
year, and are processed on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
All applications are submitted online at kesem.org/
camper-application.

kesem.org
(570) 634-5720

centralpa@kesem.org 
@CampKesemCPA

Kesem’s mission of supporting 
children through and beyond a 

parent’s cancer, and our vision of 
ensuring that every child impacted 
by a parent’s cancer is never alone, 

can only be realized through an 
ongoing, steadfast commitment to 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in 

every part of our organization.

ASL information is available.  
Contact us to find out more at 

support@campkesem.org
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CAMP KESEM CENTRAL PA
Founded by Penn State University students in 
2013, Camp Kesem Central PA is in its seventh 

year. All 160 of our volunteers tirelessly dedicate 
themselves to providing as many children as 

possible with a completely free week at summer 
camp where kids can just be kids. This year we 
aim to serve 130 campers in need. Currently 
there are no other camps and few supportive 

services available to these children and families 
from Central Pennsylvania and beyond.

WEEK AT CAMP
Our week of camp will be held in Eastern PA 

from Sunday, August 14 through Friday, 
August 19,  2022 in Eastern PA. We can provide 

bus transportation for the State College area, 
families are welcome to drop off and pick up 

their children, and we provide support to families 
interested in carpooling. Please let us know if 
you need additional transportation support!



Kesem is a nationwide community, driven 
by passionate college student leaders, that 

supports children through and beyond 
their parent’s cancer.

Kesem’s flagship program, Camp Kesem 
operates 125 free summer camps across 
the country for children ages 6 to 18 who 
have been impacted by a parent’s cancer.

100% of our student leaders undergo extensive 
training on how to create an environment 

where children feel safe, loved, and respected. 
Additionally, 80% of our student leaders 

have been impacted by cancer—making them 
emapthetic and relatable role models.

when a child needs 
support the most  
KESEM IS THERE

how does a parent’s cancer 
IMPACT A CHILD?

• ISOLATION from peers
• LOW academic performance
• LOSS OF social interest
• TAKING ON adult roles

Camp Kesem is the only
safe place where my child
can share their experience

of loss and grief with
other kids who can

relate to their feelings.

–Camp Kesem Parent
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there are 5 MILLION + children
IMPACTED BY A PARENT’S CANCER


